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The Fords Pull Out  
A Super Duty Win 

   Gary and Thad Ford win Kissimmee with the only limit the lake surrendered. Their five 
fish limit weighted 12.85 pounds and also contained the big fish of the day, a 4.9 
pounder.  Thad caught the big fish buzzing a frog on top. In fact all of their fish 
succumbed to a frog.  I would love to tell you that they caught them all in Ford Country. 
That would tie this together so well ,but alas I can not. It was Hatch that delivered their 
limit. Meanwhile back in Kissimmee, Casey Gonzalaz and Eugene Terkowski were busy 
pitching a Gambler crawdaddy to pads inside of grass lines. The four fish that 
surrendered to them weighted 11.25 lbs. That earned them a nice second place check. At 
noon Tom and T.A. Mahoney were discussing how good it would feel to be in the truck 
with the air on high headed to the house. But they never gave up. At 2:20 in the afternoon 
they caught a keeper off a brush pile in Hatch. They moved to another one and at 2:38 
caught a four plus pound fish. T.A. learned to never give up (except on Harris) and wants 
to be like Ike. Their two fish weighted an impressive 7.10 and was good enough for a third 
place finish. Jeff Baker and Chris Hawker caught three that went 6.25 for fourth. They 
flipped the outside grass lines in Kissimmee as did our fifth place team of Matt Drew and 
Ken Willis. Their four fish weighted six pounds even. Overall forty fish were caught that 
weighted eighty three pounds. That was one hot, humid, tough day of fishing. 

1st Place 
Gary Ford  
& Thad Ford  

2nd Place 
Casey Gonzalez 
& Eugene Terkoski 

3rd Place 
Tom Mahoney 
& T.A. Mahoney 

Big Bass  
Thad Ford 
4.90 lbs 

Three Clubs Take FFA Young People 
Fishing On  Lake Pierce 

   Lakeland Bassmasters, Winter haven Lunker Lovers, and Bay Area Bassmasters 
participated in an event to get young people on the water and bass fishing. The event 
took place on Lake Pierce on July 11th and included over 100 Future Farmers of 
America. The three clubs took an average of three kids per boat out for an hour and a 
half fishing excursion. After three shifts we had everyone on the water. Stacey Twiggs, 
our National Federation Nation Youth Director, was also there volunteering his time for 
this worthwhile event. Fishing was tough but a few of the kids and some of the guides 
caught fish. All legal fish were brought to the scales and photographed. Mike Wojik and 
Tom Mahoney represented Bay Area in this event. Your President also ended up boating 
the biggest  fish of the day with a 6 pound 9 ounce beauty. Second place was a 2-3. 
Most important was that everyone involved  had a good time. Tom and his Lake 

Pierce Monster 



 
Month           Meeting         Tournament           Lake                             Ramp 
                         Date                  Date      
August                 7                      11                  Crooked Lake               Bob’s Lan ding 
September           4                        8                  Walk-in-Water              Public Ramp  
October                9                      13                  Lake Istokpoga            98 Ramp 
November            6                   10&11               Lake Kissimmee          Camp Mack 

August's meeting will be Tuesday, the 7th, at Beef O’Brady’s in 
Temple Terrace, located at 51st and Fowler at 7:30p m. 

Tom Mahoney Qualifies For State Championship 
   The Last Chance Qualifier  was held on Lake Kissimmee July 28th and 29th. Forty five boaters and 
sixteen non-boaters came together for this Federation Nation event. Tom Mahoney was the only 
participant from Bay Area Bassmasters to compete in this two day tournament.  As tough  as its been 
on Kissimmee Tom still managed to put a two day total of 11.65 on the scales. He also brought to the 
scales, one catfish, one bowfin, and a bluegill that went 6.20 pounds. This qualified him to fish the 
State Championship event on Kissimmee, November 3rd and 4th. He will be joined by Chris Hawker, 
David Porter, Joe Pepper, and Rodney Yavorsky to compete for the coveted State Team. This team 
will advance to the Regionals with the chance to make it all the way to the Classic.  
   The Florida Federation Nation has put this format together to allow more of us to qualify for the State 
Championship than ever before. Please think about  participating in this series next year. They put on 
an excellent tournament  with excellent payouts. The  Pro-Am format keeps boaters competing with 
only the boaters and not with the other guy in the boat. If you go as a non-boater you are only 
competing with other non-boaters. This format makes it fair to everyone. Seventy five percent of each 
division will make it to the State Championship and everyone of  our anglers who tried to qualify did. 
   Good luck to all. 

Tom and Clay travel 100 miles to try out a new fishing spot. They buy a variety of bait and lures and launch their 
boat. After a long day of fishing, the two fishermen return to the dock. Tom pulls their only catch from the live well, a 
scrawny bass just legal size. He says, Boy! This fish cost us about $75. Then Clay says, Well it's a good thing we 
didn't catch any more. 

Shirts Are Ready To Pickup 
   We still have a number of shirts that did not get picked up last month. Please bring a check or cash 
to the next meeting. Print only; $33.00  Short sleeve; $50.00  Long sleeve  $55.00 
 Bill Mickler; $50.00   Ryan Johnson  $50.00   Steve Meckdeci;  $33.00  Gary Kraatz   $33.00 
  I also have one shirt with no name on it. It’s a short sleeve XL if anyone needs it. It will cost $45.00 

Camp Mack Still Needs Reservations 
   Camp Mack still needs you to call and reserve your rooms for our Classic. If you want to stay Friday 
night you need to call very soon or you will not be able to get it. They are about to start advertising The 
Swamp Tour Camp Mack Fish Festival. About haft the club has made reservations so call soon. Their 
number is 863-696-1108. 

Bob’s Landing Will Be Cramped 
   Bob’s Landing will be very crowded Saturday morning. This will be the largest tournament he has 
allowed all year. Everyone PLEASE be considerate of each other and park as close together as 
possible. There will be a $7.00 ramp fee so please bring exact change. Also be patient after weigh-in 
because it will take a while to load everyone back up.  Bob does not want us to power load our boats. 
Please be respectful and push your boat up on the trailer then winch it the rest of the way. This should 
be fun. See you there. 
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PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR FINE SPONSORS 

Bill’s Bait & Tackle 
       9806 Hwy 92 East. 
         Tampa, Fl 33610 
        Members get a 10% Discount 


